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On a clear Tuesday morning in early autumn, the world was changed by attacks on the World Trade Center (WTC) “twin towers” in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.

Four commercial airliners were hijacked, two from Logan Airport in Boston.  Two planes were diverted to crash into the north and south towers of the WTC.  Another flew to Ohio and was said to have returned to D.C. and crashed into an unoccupied wing of the Pentagon.  The fourth plane, flight 93, took a long, erratic course and then crashed in the Pennsylvania countryside.  NONE of the planes was chased or escorted by military jets, even though they spent up to two hours outside their designated flight plans.

Cell-phone calls from the doomed planes were broadcast.  On flight 93 a caller said several men had jumped a highjacker and wrestled him to the cabin floor.

In New York City police and firefighters rushed into the two burning buildings, where occupants of the upper floors were waving for rescue in the windows or jumping to their deaths. 

Then, to everyone’s horror, both buildings imploded and collapsed into their own footprints, sending a hellish pyroclastic cloud racing up the streets of Manhattan.  Nearly 2800 people were killed, including hundreds of first responders.

Major television networks simultaneously proclaimed “This means war!”  President George W. Bush, who was visiting an elementary school in Sarasota, FL, continued reading a story about a goat while the attacks progressed. He was then spirited away to Louisiana in Air Force One, then on to a military bunker in the Midwest.  He later announced on television that “Al Qaeda” was responsible “because middle eastern Moslems were jealous of Americans’ life styles.”  New York major Rudy Giuliani rallied his people in the poison dust of Manhattan.

The media told us there were 19 middle eastern highjackers.  An overnight bag with a pilot’s uniform was found in Logan Airport in Boston, where the flights had originated.  Maps and bomb-making plans were found in a car in a parking lot at Logan.

Hours later, in the afternoon of 9/11, Paul Silverstein, the new owner of the World Trade Center, on live TV, gave instructions to “pull” building 7, about one block away from the towers, because it had sustained “irreparable damage.”  Building 7 then imploded.

The cleanup was swift and thorough, even though fires smoldered for five weeks.  Investigation was limited.  Bagpipes droned for funeral after funeral after funeral for New York City’s fallen.  The United States Congress passed the Patriot Act, stripping citizens of many civil liberties, without reading the bill and without much discussion.  Barbara Lee of California was the only person in Congress that voted against war.  The war machine was placed around Afghanistan, the home of Osama bin Laden, leader of Al Qaeda, and the bombs fell fast and furious.

